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ASTRONOMITAS 


Harvarp UNIVERSITY. Ap- 


paratus, &c. The note we publisiied some time | | 


since, from Professor Farrar, relating to the want 
of a proper telescope at the Univestiy in Cam- 


bridge, has given occasion for a goodly number of 
‘sneering paragraphs from editors in various parts 


of the Union. , There would be no harm, perhaps, 
in alluding to the poverty of this rich institution, 
if those who wrote the paragraphs in question had 
taken care to distinguish between the institution 
itself and one of its able and worthy Professors. 
Itis no fault of Mr. Farrar's that the University 


is not furnished with a telescope of suitable size || 


and power, and all other articles that compose a 
complete Astronomical Apparatus ; and we do not 
see any reason why he should be the subject of 
reproaches, which, if justifiable under any consid- 
eration, we are sure should not be cast upon him. 

The truth is, Dr. Farrar has done all that he |, 
could do to,improve and adyance the reputation 
of the University in this respect. We believe 
that, nearly twenty years ago, he represented to 
the Corporation the wants of his department, and 
urged upon that body the expediency of adopting 
some measures to relieve it from its state of des- 
titution, and place it in a condition that should be 
useful to the state and creditable to the Universi- 
ty. Healso brought the subject directly to the 
public notice, by the following letter, whieh he 
wrote fo the editor of the North-American Re- 
view, and which was published in that periodical, || 
for December, 1818, on the importance of an Ob- | 
servatory at Cambridge :—- | 
Extract from a letter addressed to the Editor, on 

the importance of an Observatory at Cam- 

bridge. ; 

It has long been considered as very desirable to 
have an /Observatory, at Cambridge, connectéd 
with the University. It was a favorite object with} 
our late Presidents, and some steps were taken || 
by them towards having one erected. Many new 
offices have since been created, and the system of | 
instruction much pniarged, so that the want of 
such an establishment is still more apparent ‘and | 


more sensibly felt. | 
An Observatory has long been considered by |, 


enlightened nations, as one of the noblest objects |, 
that can claim the patronage of the public or of} | 
In Great Britain and Ireland,—be- | 


individuals. 
side the great,national Pane‘vaiias Greenwich, 
and two others endowed by the King,—there is 
one belonging to each of the Universiues and a- 
bout twenty m the possession of noblemen and 
private gentlamen. There are no less: thah 
Observatories in Paris and about as mahy more |, 
in the different parts of France. There are two 
or three in Portugal; four ip Spo sicht o¢ tep iy 


eens 


-amine fey gurselves and to. contrib 


ten f} 


lialy, one in most of the Jargevcifies ¢ Germany 
and Russia, several in Sweden and Déamark ;and 
even Norway and Iceland are not without similar 
establishments. China and many of the nations 
of the East were even before the Europeans in 
their attention to these means of cultivating As- 
tronomy, and in their encouragement of those 
ppeoE who were disposed to make use of them. 


Ve are almost the only nation of any pretensions to }/ 


learning and the arts, which has totally neglected 
to provide for this branch of knowledge. Amidst 
all our public seminaries and public societies, insti- 
tuted for the promotion of useful science, we can- 
not boast of a single foundation for an Observato- 
ry in the United States, or in North America. It 
is believed that there is not one upon this conti- 
nent,—which may be said to ewe its discovery to 
the light that was thrown upon it from this 
source. 

We depend upon Europe, not only for our 
knowledge of the heavens, but for our astronomi- 
cal tables and books of navigation, for the means 
which we possess of determining the relative sit- 
uation of places among ourselves, for whatever 
instraction and gratification we derive from the 
few astronomical observations which are made‘ a- 
mongst us.. .We could not even calculate an al- 
manac without help from abroad. ee 

The,Obsérvatory at Greenwich so justly cele- 
brated,—which is of such inestimable importanée 


to the scientific’ world,—was built expressly for } 
the purpose of aiding commerce by rendering | 


navigation more safe and easy. ‘This purpose has 
been most happily answered.- ‘The most valuable 
improvements have been made here in the means 
and methods of finding a ship’s place at sea and 
of conducting her from one port to another. The 
lives of thousands, it may, be presumed, have 
been saved by the information ane directions that 
have beef derived from the labors of this insti- 
tution. But the methods which are furnished to 
mariners are not yet perfect;—there are many 
places, especially upon our coast, whose latitude 
and longitude are so uncertain as to mislead the 
most skilful, Were are local points also in as- 
tronomy, as well asin navigation, that deserve 
attention. ‘There are phenomena in the heavens, 


that are.to.be observed only at particular times | 
and in particular parts of the earth, There are} 


modifications and corrections. of common nautical 
observations, that depend upon peculiarities of 
climate and situation, and which can be deter- 
mined only by fixed instruments of the best con- 
struction. .The scientific and commércial world 


have a Fight to. expect from us that informatio’ 


whichis to pé obtained in no other Bi 


sides, it ig tim? for us to begin to obs Be- 


ace; 


to the geneyai.stock. © something 


The first Observatory of a country : ae 
dowed ian well conducted, natural? if well en- 

«i sgubsequent ona, 
bedenge of gh ‘tre and cote? tad is, acknowl. 
edged asa al i tninon place of reférence 
or aSlienom £00graphical observations, 


‘There are many things that 9; 
, pores 2 ADL ae ve 
claim to this distinction It hag fa ag t 
ral advantages for suck an establishinen : ah : 


STVe and x- {) 


ridge a} 


- 
- 


country. It may be added also, that the Corpora-, 


\ 


wation with respect to foreign Observatories, de- |r —eeeECueeee 


engagements at the time, the order was not exe-. poke gx 

cuted. Whether that the subscriptions above- f 

mentioned were ever paid, we are not informed. / 
We have not prépared this article to screen the 

Corporation of Harvard University from. any cen- 


‘duced from observations that have already been 
made, is better understood, and the library and 
hilosophical apparatus of the College are better 
urnished, than those of any other place in the 


tion of the College have taken measures for im- 


: proving these advantages. ‘They have authorized sure or reproach that it may be supposed to de- 


. 
| 
| 


a committee to make out an order for a few of the 


serve, because its Astronomical instruments’ are 
best instruments for an Observatory. But sich | not equal to those of Yale College: but to shield | 
instruments are very expensive. A single on, | 


lately erected at Greenwich, cost more than fiye | from'uomerited personahty an industrichs and'a¢- 


thousand dollars. It is pronounced to be the most || complished Professor, and an estimable gentle- 


perfect arid the most magnificent instrament ever | man. It will not be denied that Harvard College 


consecrated to astronomy. We wish to procure | should have an Observatory, and that it should be 
one after the same mode} and by the same artist, | 


and that our other more essential instruments mav | _ eepplied with instruments superior to any others 


| be exact copies of those which have recently been in the country; and we think we do no more 


_ taade for this celebrated institution. We might 
‘thus avail ourselves of the science and skill of the 


| than justice to Professor Farrar, when we say 


“eid world, which have been the fruits of so many that no man would be more gratified than he, or 


| 


country. To accomplish all this, we want noth- 


| Bible toone. This work, should the public be| / ’ 4 } ee a 
favored with it, will make him better known, and th, PDT CLd CAL IEFE ESE Cre 


‘In pursuance of the action of the Corporation, re- 


? i d manufacturer “he thd A Aa, +t 
transmitted an order to a celebrated mi KZ, oY Se oa Jewveeds eri 


years’ efperience and research. But our means i | make greater sacrifices, to accomplish an object so 

are too limited to admit of our putting this plan desirable. 

in execution. We not only want instruments to 

the amount of eight or ten thousand dollars, but 

we want a building that will cost as ee 

and we want a person to take charge of this es- am : Pipes 

tablishment who shall devote hiniself entirely to anf Lr ey a ans f ca ste £ haat. CUe T | kit is 

the objects intended to be answered by it. We eu / / 

might then look at the stars with our own eyes; é Z : ae 2 
: 5 s o AA 4y 7 L4tte 

we might then hope to do something for the .ad 4A. p pil treo Y Z | m4 


2 


/ 


7 


yancement ot science and for the honour of our Y 


- 1 J r 4) £ ¥ 
/ ya x Ls Aes 0 Care J 83 J 
ing but money. We havea man amongst us most Fic Yt Oe 4 
eminently qualified for the station—a profound 4 
astronomer, who is ‘already considerably accus- 


Z 


tomed to the businéss of observing, much attach- _4 LGD, sr Ltf 
SPNsebliee, Wally respected and beloved | M27 ccc AT EYEE ILD PPP 7 
by all hls mee iniance, ad who fee Gengsien " es f ey BOS 5, BV, fs / 
the most complete and the most dificnit W . —- ot PA Stttyttt 
which has hifbeito appeared on the subject of as- est.lsiarlerrh p F ihe i 
tronomy, illustrating it at the same time with co- : : 4 ff y , 

| (pions notes, that will probably render it accessi-}) pp (0 (asec t4es Ltt (/ //P EF tee Lt 

, ble to @ hvndred persons, where it is now acces- yf 


tA 


w, shalllearn from foreign critics more justly to 


|| est.mate his talents and attainments. en om pe ; Tp 
Vambridge, Nov. 1818. LA4 6 cy he BF sc Nami lye tn ftv Ole 
We republish this letter for the purpose of Le lor CCpen cre Finn : 


Vv 


showing that Dr. Farrar has not been anavcntive Stl cd cence comnndée Ma be IZ. 
to the duties which devolve upon him as a Prove gr 7, Vp 
fessor, and that the public may know what his| 4 ty pr Srter Crctlister 1h Le ed , JL 
feelings upon this subject were as long ago as 1818. f y, } f . / A. a f y 
Vie have been informed, from authority that can- Alvis Pe. e-' Lt tape 4 Le fee Ola Ce 
nét be in an error, that Dr. Farrar solicited sub- ag : , . © 


_ 


scriptions froni” individuals to aid in the purchase <= wiestcis ee rre OFF peeoat 
of instruments ; and that'one individwal,—Mr. J. ae ide a. oy 
Q. Adams,—subscribed five hundred dollars—and| . Te Poa PSE ; hy Tape, 763 pr 
several others subscribed a hundred dollars each, : | : ‘on 
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From the Essex Register. 

The Gloucester Democrat \ately contain- 
éd along rigmarole story about the grand 
| effect of the new “Denocratic State organ- 
ization, as arranged by members of the 
Legislature last winter’—attributing the 
vast increase ofite palent democracy, the 
|recent election, so much boasted of by that 
‘and other similar journals, to that organi- 
zation. ‘The plain meaning of all which 
was, as we understood it, that the writer 
of the said article, the immortal: champion 
of the radicals, the great orator of the patent 
Demccracy, and the great editor of the lit- 
tle Democrat,—who assumes to manage 
all the concerns of.the “Democracy,” in 
and about the Legislature, was himse! fen- 
titled to all the clory of almost revolution- 
izing old Massachusetts 
| Extract of a 


letter froma member of the 


| Massachusetts Legisiature. 


Tothe Editors of the N. Y. Eve. Post. 


“Our ‘extra seasion’ 
has just terminated ; and after a tedious 
sitting of more than twopmonths: we have 
left our revised Code” pretty much as we 
found it. We had too many conservatives 
among us to admit any radical change in 
oumlaws.’ Imprisonme nt for Debt contract- 
ed priorto 1834 is sull maintained. 
law monopoly,the odious militia system, 


ation law, the sanguinary provisions of the 
criminal code, still exist. ‘he attempt to 
reduce the large and disproportionate sala- 
mes of our public officers failed, except in 
two or three instances. Among those who 
lave distinguished themselves in vigorous 
and persevering efforts for salutary reform 
in these particulars, Robert Rantoul, Jr. of 
Gloucester, deserves honorable mention. ~ 


| Nominally a whig, and consequently differ- 


Ing upon some points from this gentleman, 
[ may be expected tospeak of bim with 
no undue bias of partiality. Looking into 
vur legislative menagerie, while some ex- 
citing topic was under discussion, you 
would notice a slichtly-framed young man 
—carelessly dressed, in comparison with 
Boston—pale, dark and thought- -worn— 
watching 
his feet—-ten to 
one he commences with an appeal to the 
authority of the Constitution—he calls up- 
on the tiouse to beware how they trample 
onthe Bill of Rights, or sanction the con- 


of the Legislature} 


The | 


the anti-republican inequalities of the tax-4 


the dandyism which represents degenerate | 


r intently the progress “of debate. | 
) Suddenly you find him on 


— 


'—radical as 


SS A P (7 
rd ; 3 ? bY, ZA 
7 / 4 


J 
A£tlil o Zt F om 


tinded violation of the plainést prineuples ‘ 


of liberty and justice. 
ed lowards hehe has secured the at- 
tention of the legislative hundsreds—news 
paper readers; sleepers and all—heis_ go- 
ing.on, hke the storms which sweep over 
his own Cape Ann, shrill, joud, impetuous 
truth, uncompromising as 

His fine intellectual head is 
back over his left shoulder—his 
cheek kindles and glows 


Alieyes are turn- 


honesty. 
thrown 
sallow 


rather ungracetully into his pantaloons 
pocket) tlung ever and anon impetuously 
forward, or shaken at his antagonist with 
a single extended finger, ata ‘mode John 
Randolph. Wit, sarcasm, retort, invec- 
tive, earnest appeals to tae innate percep- 
tions of natural justice, expressions of en- 


lire confidence in the ultimate decisions of | 


the people, follow each other in rapid-suc- 
cession. He ceases—and you see 
the House a mustering of the conserva- 
tive forces. Half'a dozen lawyers spring 
on their feet, one after the other, 
tain their shaken and half: demolished po- 
sitions. Where argument fails, then an 


hy ae is made to parly fe feeling; the whigs | 


are rallied; the m@asure advocated by the 
radical! must be decided, not on its own 
merits, but on patty grounds. Ask who 


the manis who has excited all this com- 
motion, and yon wiil probably be told by 
some ancient stickler for old abuses—some 
foppish scion of the ar stocracy, “That’s the 
radieal and disorganizer, Ranrou.” Yet 
this man, misrepresented as he is bv the 
political opponents, sneered at as he is by 
such genteel ruffians as the ediiors of the 
Boston Gazette, 
Boult, hold a 


“For which the paindest fiend 
‘ Of Hell would not in reputation change.’ 


and associated as he is, like Trinculo, with 
certain “strange bedfellows” his own 
party, is an honor and an ornament to 
Massachusetts. Not one of her young 
men gives fairer promise of usefulness and 
honorable fame. His speeches during the 
session Of last winter against i: ncorpora- 
tions—ond during the one which has just 
terminated in favor of the abolition of’ cap- 
ital punishment, for eloquence and _ jntel- 
lectual power, have seldom if eveasbeen 
surpassed in either branch of our Legisla- 
ture.’ 
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e.J Didileest —-We have ze cei y published from the 
rk papers,some interes: ing particulars of a ct re of | 

3s, and of the acquisition in consequence, by the 

tient, of the power of articulation. We had previously hea 

_ |) of ajsimilar cure at Philadelphia, in the person of a child of 
| Mrs. Lyman of Northampton, in this State. The Philadel- 
phia Gazette publishes a letter from Dr. Togno of that city, 
in which this cure is referred to. If we have been rightly | 
a informed this child was not deaf from her birth, but became 
so in consequence of some disease in early infancy. After 
speaking of a similar cure effected on Albert Newman in 
| asclg last, a deaf and dumb person tw enly one years of 

1 sa Dr. ‘Tugno proceeds as. ‘follows.: : ’ 
Since the above case I had the good fortune, in Apiil 

: ih P iast, to restore to hearing anodher deat and dumb person. I 
| allude to Miss helena Lyman, of Northampton, Mass. only 
“nine years old. Eler powers ot imitation, at this age, being | 
very great, she Soon, under my tuition, learut how to ulter 

||. all the elementary sounds of the English language, and be- 
fore she returned home, pronounced distinetly a catalogue 
|| of words, as well as some phrases. She could distinguish 
time and piteh in music. Miss Lyman is the second deat | 
| . hb ‘dumb individual ever restored to hearing in this country. | 


. 
rT 


Her powers of diseriminating the various sounds yielded by 

ifferent bodies, was, before she left Philadelphia,very great; 

e could identity a body by the sound that it yields: 

‘There is po doubt, in my mind, that at least one half of | 
r,. deaf and cumb ‘dividuals now condemned to eternal | 
deafness, ythe generally prevailing ignorance, might be 
res o hearing’ by an appropriate treatment, My 
sessional labors have, fora long time, been devoted to 

ation of this important problem to humanity, and I 
y may be crowned with suécess. 
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